Applied Research

The W.D. Holley Research Program
is a center for applied research in
floricultural crops at Colorado State
University. Many aspects of plant
physiology, ecology and culture are
investigated including: nutrition,
growing media, water relations,
photosynthesis, photoperiod, high
intensity lighting, plant growth
regulators, temperature relations,
vernalization, flowering, vegetative
propagation, seed germination, and
new variety evaluation.

The focus of the program is on
results of practical research that
have immediate application in
commercial horticulture. Support,
advice and direction come from a
floriculture industry advisory
committee.

Major funding for the W.D. Holley
Research Program in Floriculture
comes from the horticulture industry,
the Colorado Floriculture Foundation
and Colorado State University.

Program Director

The W.D. Holley Research Professor,
Dr. David E. Hartley, directs the
Research Program. Dr. Hartley has
extensive experience in both academia
and industry. He was the Extension
Greenhouse Specialist at the University
of Missouri for 10 years and Associate
Professor of Floriculture at Colorado
State University for 8 years. More
recently he held positions as the
research director, technical services
manager and regional program manager
for the Paul Ecke Ranch of Encinitas, CA
for 20 years.

The program director prepares the
research proposals, solicits funding,
tutors selected undergraduate students
in research methods, directs the
research projects and oversees timely
publication of the results.

Businesses, corporations, associations
and individuals can get more information
about fulfilling their plant research needs,
while students gain valuable experience
as potential future employees, by
contacting:

Holley Floriculture Research Program
Department of Horticulture and
Landscape Architecture Colorado
State University Fort Collins, CO
80523-1173 Phone: 970 491-4351
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